Computer

Welcome back! Grades K-2 will visit the computer lab once a week for 45
minutes. During the 2011-2012 school year, we will focus on the following:
e Knowing the parts of the computer & what the computer can do for

the user
e Typing using the proper left/right hand placement on the keyboard
e Begin Typing using the home key
e Developing creative thinking skills
¢ Reinforcement of the classroom curriculum
e Learning how to write & illustrate using various software programs
and computer tools
¢ Using the Interactive Whiteboards for lesson plans and presentations

¢ Using Microsoft Office tools such as Word in the classroom

| look forward to the upcoming school year. Feel free to call or email me

with any questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Mrs. Kerry Perrier
Computer Teacher
636-391-1253 ext 1054

kperrier@stjoemanchester.org
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Computer

Welcome back! Grades 3 and 4 will visit the computer lab once a week for 45
minutes. During the 2011-2012 school year, we will focus on the following:
e Knowing the parts of the computer & what the computer can do for the
user
e Proper Internet use and online safety
e Typing using proper right/left hand placement on the keyboard and
graduating to typingASDBJIJKh;g t he hom
e Developing creative thinking skills
e Reinforcement of the classroom curriculum
e How to use a flash drive to save a document
e Learning how to write & illustrate using various software programs and
computer tools
e Using the Interactive Whiteboards for lesson plans and presentations
e Using Microsoft Office tools such as PowerPoint and Word in the
classroom and for presentations

e Touching on digital photography, photo editing & camera use

| look forward to the upcoming school year. Feel free to call or email me with

any guestions or concerns.

Thank you,

Mrs. Kerry Perrier
Computer Teacher
636-391-1253 ext 1054

kperrier@stjoemanchester.org
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Computer - Library/Media Program
Grades 5-8

Welcome to the 20112012school year. We are looking forward to another great
year of learning with your Middle School student.

Our program is taught using a team teaching format. We collaborate with Middle
School teachers to support students in study skills, computer skills, and research. A
particular skill area to which we will give increased focus ths year is test taking. We are
excited about a new program that we will be implementing to help make our students
more proficient in this area. The following topics give a basic overview of additional skills
students will learn during their Computer/Librar y Media time:

Study Skills
x  Learning Styles and Strategies
x  Organization and Time Management
x  Note Taking
x  Test Taking Techniques

Research Skills
x  Following a research plan

Gathering resources appropriate for a research topic
Utilization of a variety of sources, both print and electr
Use and utilization of school library and public library
Synthesis of gathered information into a meaningful pr
Preparation of Works Cited

Research ethics

X X X X X X

Computer/Technology Skills
x  Use of interactive white boards (SmartBoard, Promethean)

x  Use of digital cameras, photo editing software, and scanners to enhance project appearance and
illustrations

Creation of Excel spreadsheet

Online Safety

Movie Maker/Photo Story 3

Web Quests

Keyboard exercises to improve typing skills

X X X X X

We feel that these skills will give our students exceptional preparation for the research
and technology challenges that they will encounter in high school. Again, we look
forward to working with you and your student in the upcoming year. Please do not
hesitate to contact us if you should have any questions.

Sincerely,
Sally McAlexander and Kerry Perrier




Physical Education
Grades K-5

*Students in grades K -5 do not change clothes for PE class.

*Young ladies need to wear comfortable shorts under their jumper. They will take
their jumpers off in their classroom and come to PE in shorts and their school polo.

*Young men are enco uraged to wear the school shorts on PE days as long as school
policy allows shorts in school. Otherwise, boys do not change for class.

*You student must wear athletic shoes on PE days.

*These policies apply on dress down days, also. (In the past, the ¢ orrect shoes have

been a problem. Be sure to ask your child if they have PE on a dress down day. Then
make sure they have athletic shoes for class.)

*If your child is not prepared, they may be asked to sit out of class and not participate.
Class Rules

Be nice

Hands and feet to yourself
Take care of equipment
Always give your best effort
Be a good sport

arwODdDE

Class Expectations

S spirit

P perseverance

O optimism

Rrespect

Tteamwork

If your child is injured or ill and cannot participate in my class, | must have a note from
home or a doctords note. The best note you
have an injury or illness, but will do what they can tolerate during class, though they

may have to stop or take it easy while playing.

| look forward t o teaching your child new sport skills, new activities, and how to be
healthy. If you have any questions or comments, your best chance to reach me is via

e-mail.

Thank you,

Helen Buchanan
Physical Education
hbuchanan@stjoemanchester.org

¢
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Physical Education
Grades 6 -8

Expectations:
1. Dress out every day. If you are not dressed in proper PE uniform, you will not participate.
2. Participate in all class activities with best effort.
3. Exhibit appropriate behao.

General Procedures:
1. Be quick to change and in the gym in a timely manner.
2. Wear proper PE uniform (navy, royal, or black shorts of appropriate length, any Sshidewhite T,
or gray T with name printed on outside of shirt).
3. Athletic shoes withdces tiedsnuggly.

Grading:
Dress and Participation 50% 10 points per day
Projects, Tests, and Homework 20% 10 points per assignment
Mile Run improvement 30% 100 points possible (lose 5 points for every 15

Seconds behind their best time)

Everyday Points:
The Dress and Participation daily grade is based onpoit scale.

Dress 4 points
Effort 3 points
Conduct 3 points

If a student does not dress out, he/she will be given a written assignment to be started during class and
worked onin the resource room. The student Wibe4 points for not dressing out. The effort points can
be earned if the assignment is correct and complete. The conduct points can be earned if the student gpes
not disrupt class and works attentively at theigrement. This assignment will be taken home, completed,
signed by a parent, and returned by the next PE class. Each day the assignment is late, the student wilf lose
one point until all six remaining points possible are gone.

Participation Expectatio ns:
Your child is expected to fully participate in every class. If your child is ill or injured and you would like
to communicate that information with me, please send a note. The best note you can send would inforrfp me
of the problem, but would stateathyour child will still give the best effort they can under the
circumstances. Therefore, the child will still dress out and will be allowed to work at his or her own pacq
and intensity for that class, with the understanding that if they need to tmpvadown, it is acceptable
due to the illness or injury. All that is ever expected from a student is their best effort each day. If your
child is not dressing out due to illness or injury, there will be a written assignment to be completed and
returnedby the next PE class. Failure to return that assignment will result in a loss of points for that day|
A doctordés note is necessary for any illness of inj
more.

Mile Run Policy:

If a student is lasent, not in proper PE uniform or cannot run the mile due to illness or injury, in which a note fro
home is required, they will be expected to make up the mile during the next class (if curriculum allows) or run a
teacher supervised, scheduled makemie after school within two weeks of the original run date. If the student is

still il or injured and cannot run, a doctorés nQ@te i
a written assignment to earn a grade for Mile Runrbwpment category. If the student fails to show up for the mile
or cannot run but does not have a doctordés not e, hey

attempted but incomplete miles.




Welcome to Music K - 3!lI

Welcome to a ll of the Kindergarten students and welcome back to
all of the 1 *, 2™ and 3™ graders!!! We will be exploring many elements
of music through song, movement, instruments and notation, just to
name a few. K-3" Grade will be learning about the Orchestraa nd its
families during the 1 %' Quarter.

We will prepare for, and present our annual Christmas Concert,
which will be held on Thursday December 15, at 7 pm in church. After

Christmas,K-2 Gr ade wi | | continue their jﬂourr

Musi c 6 prdgrar while 3rd Grade expands their knowledge of the

theory concepts from o0The Land of Mpsi

reproduci bl e resource called OReady
them to be more successful when they embark on their recorder

journey during the 3 ™ and 4™ quarters. | will be ordering recorders for

the 3™ Graders during the 1 ' Semester. The cost for one recorder will

be $5. More information will be sent home through the Thursday

envelope at a later time.

Our 1st Grade will particip ate in the Archdiocesan Music Festival
which will be held here on Wednesday March 28 ™ at 1:00 PM. More
details will come at a later time.

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at school on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at ext. 1009 or e -mail me at
msignaigo@stjoemanchester.org. | look forward to another wonderful
year with your children!!

Musically Yours,
Mrs. Marti Signaigo '

t o
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MUSIC, GRADES 4 -8

Dear Parents,

I am looking forward to a year of exciting musical opportunities for the student s of St.

Joseph School. For the first part of the school year, we will be reviewing and learning
more fundamentals of music theory and history through the use of the music
textbooks and theory study sheets.

In September, we will begin preparing for our Christmas Concert. The Christmas
Concert will be on Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. Please
mark your calendars.

In January we will return to studies of music history and theory.

Throughout the year, we will be working on liturgi cal music. We will also study famous

composers, opera, musical theater, and various musical instruments.

We have seven basic classroom rules.

#1 0 Raise your hand for permission to talk.

#2 0 Respect your classmates and teacher.

#3 & Respect school prop erty.

#4 & Follow directions.

#5 0 Sit tall in your seat.

#6 0 Use instruments only when given permission.
#7 0 Stay in your seats.

Test scores will count for 25% of the quarterly grade. Performances will count for 25%
of the quarterly grade, andclassp arti ci pation wi l | count
grade. | will use the grading scale endorsed by St. Joseph School.

Auditions for the St. Josephds Crusader
2011. Auditions are open to all fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth graders of our
school. We will meet on Wednesdays in the music room from 3:00 6 3:45 p.m.

| am always impressed and encouraged by the interest in music at St. Joseph School,
and | am looking forward to another wonderful school year.

Sincerely,

Mr. Daniel Vizer

for

Choir
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Art Information for Grades K 1 5

| love teaching art to my students. | hope they are able to walk away from our time together with

a new appreciation for masterpiecesleasimmy cl| asspmat e
experience where a child feels safe and confident to express himself creatively.
Thank you for the chance to bring out their creativity, sense of humor and wonderment. | look forward to
teaching your child about the beauty in the world around us

Expectations:

Every student is offered the opportunity to learn about art and to express themselves
creatively to the best of their ability during art class. It is my hope that my students will enjoy
the same creative art experiences that | had gpwp. Students will be expected to participate
in class discussions and we have agreed tp di
opinions.

Each student will come to class ready to learn without disrupting my teaching and the
other students leammy. The art projects are very interesting and they will challenge each
student 6s ability. Art students will wor h a
towards the more exciting. | love art and | hope my enthusiasm is contagious.

Class Time:

Kindergarteners througH"sraders will have between 45 and 55 minutes of art a week.
Since | will see them only once a week, our time together is precious and we will use as muc} of
that time creating art.

General Procedures:

Each class will Ave instructional time where information or techniques will be taught to
the students. We will study a variety of art forms. Topics will be presented in an interesting
fashion. The art of different cultures and time periods will be examined as areddegene
appropriate. Many times projects maybe cross curricular with projects from other subject areps.
Students will use class time to practice new techniques. Some projects may take only one all
class while others may take more time.

Three Simple Rules to live by in the Art Room:
1. Listen to the teacher.

Follow the directions.

Be kind to others.

Use manners.

Work hard.

Do your best.

Keep your hands and feet to yourself.

Nogahkwd




Art Information for Grades K i 5 ~ Continued

Art Work:

Art works will be returnd to students to take home. | will keep two pieces from each
student for the St. Joseph Art Gallery Show in the spring. Details will be released later regare
the art show.

ng

Volunteering in the art room:
Some grades may experroijeenccted aa nidv ewey nhaayn pinse eod

help each child be successful. I f you arp in
maché, then we would love to have you, just send an email or a phone message.

Evaluation/Grading:

Art works forgrade&X t hr ough 2 wi | | not be grade(q. T
for subject taught but not graded. Students will receive praise and encouragement in recognfion
for their efforts. Art work will be displayed in the hallways for all to enjoy.

Art works for grades 3 through 5 will receive a letter grade on the dfableir artwork
Artwork is evaluated on the studentoés abi ity
skill, topic, or technique from art class. Students are expected topm#d in class discussions.

Art vocabulary will be a focus of the art lessons. Students should be able to discuss art usin@§ the
proper vocabulary.

| will be evaluating fine motor skills and concept comprehension as the students work pn
projects. If tere seems to be difficulty performing certain fine motor skills a communication
will be sent home. | will do what | can to help your child succeed.

Communication:

e Grade specific project information can be obtained fwomw.fastdir.com/stjoe Updates
are made weekly on my bulletin board. Opportunities to see local art shows are incluged.
e The SJM Artroom website containing pictures of student artwork and students workin
on projectshttp://thesjmartroom.shutterfly.coRassword: ArT!2RoX
e Please feel free to call me at school or send an email if you need further assistance.
swilson@stjoemanchester.org



http://www.fastdir.com/stjoe
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Art | nformation for Grades 6-8

Expectations:

Every student is offered the opportunity to learn about art and to express themselves
creatively to the best of their ability during art class. It is my hope that my students enjoy the
same creative art experigggcthat | had growing up. Students will be expected to participate in
class discussions and we have agreed to d

Each student will come to class ready to learn without disrupting my teaching and @trs
l earning. The art projects are very inte

sag

est

students will work hard to learn the basics, but each lesson is a step towards the more excitirwg. I

love art and | hope my enthusiasm is contagious.

Class Time:

Sixth, seventh, and eightiraders come to the art room once a week for a 55 manute

class. Our time together is short and must be productive. Students arriving late should not crgate

a disturbance to the instructional time atlteginning of class. The majority of class time is

hands on in creating our projects. Time is scheduled at the end of class to clean up, studentg are

expected to clean up their work area and supplies.
General Procedures:

During instructional time irdrmation will be presented regarding different forms of art.
Topics will be presented in an interesting fashion with a memorable tidbit, fact or story about
time period or artist. Students will study art through different cultures and time periogigus
variety of art materials. Students will practice these new techniques during art class. Some
projects will take only one art class while others may take more.

Three Simple Rules to live by in the Art Room:

Listen to the teacher.

Follow the diections.

Be kind to others.

Use manners.

Work hard.

Do your best.

Keep your hands and feet to yourself.
Work quietly.

NN

Art Work:
Art works will be returned to students to take home. | will keep two pieces from each
student for the Art Show in the sprinBetails will be released later regarding the art show.

he




Art Information for Grades 6 -8 ~ Continued

Evaluation/Grading:

Art projects will be evaluated on the
of the concepts or techniques that wiangght in classRubrics may be presented to the students
at the beginning of a project so they will know how the points are tallied. Students will have
written assignments that will require time outside of school to complete.

Artist growth and creatity will reflect their imagination, knowledge of the elements of
art and the principles of design in their
subjective. The studentds approach orkwar
hope to keep the art room a positive learning environment where each student can be succeg
in his or her artistic endeavors.

Communication:

e Grade specific project information can be obtained fvosw.fastdir.com/stjoe
e The SJM Artroom website containing pictures of student artwork and students workin
on projectshttp://thesjmartroom.shutterfly.coRassword: ArT!2RoX
¢ Please feel free to call mesathool or send an email if you need further assistance.
swilson@stjoemanchester.org
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From the Library:

Welcome to the St. Joseph Library. | am excited to begin another year of
reading and learning with your child.

Primary grades, Kinder -4th, will vis it the library on ce each week for
check out and once every other week for Library Skills lessons. During your
student ds | e s s wilhreceive tibeary skilleiristsuh ection in resource
location skills, literature appreciation and interpretation sk ills, and library
skills. Through these instructional goals, | hope to instill in students a love of
literature, an ability to collect, evaluate and use information effectively, and a
desire to be lif elong learners. In addition to coming to the library f or lessons,
students will come weekly for book checkout.

We hope you will find some time to get involved in our school library.

One of the big ways you can support us is through our annual Scholastic ~ Book
Fair (October 20 -November 9). This is a major fundraiser for our library and

it is how we acquire most of our new books. We need many willing hands to

make this event a success. Please contact me, Katie Markiewicz or Carol
Webster if you would like to help.

I sincerely look forward to working wit  h you and your child in the
upcoming school year.

Sallvy McAlexander




i Benvenidos a la clase de Espaiiol!
Welcome to Spanish class!

We are looking forward to another rewarding and
fun year. Our goals for our students are to

C

communicate in a language other than English, and
. to gain an awareness and understanding of other
.. cultures.

Students in grades K — 5™ will meet for
Spanish for enrichment for 45 minutes
once a week.

Content topics

Vocabulary in situational conversations: greetings
and names, polite expressions, traditional prayers,
classroom word and expressions, the Spanish
alphabet, numbers, colors, days of the week,
Months and seasons, parts of the body and clothing,
foods and the restaurant, home, family and friends,
holidays and celebrations, music and dance. We
specially celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe, Cinco
de Mayo, Lord of the Miracles (Peru).

Each year we will reinforce and expand on the vocabulary and grammar lessons of
previous years. The students receive a Pass Fail grade on the report cards.

Please look over the material in your student’s books, B}

and encourage her/his practice of Spanish outside ig; g

i

the classroom.

Please call me with any concerns or comments.

i Muchas Gracias!

Sefiord Cecilia Villena.
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i Benvenidos a la clase de Espafiol!
Welcome to Spanish class!

We are looking forward to another rewarding and
fun year. Our goals for our students are to
communicate in a language other than English,
and to gain an awareness and understanding of
other cultures.

For Foreign Language Learning for
grades 6 -12. The introduction and
presentation of material will span all
four languages skill: : listening,
speaking, reading and writing.

Q We will follow the National Standards

5

6™ grades meet for Spanish 1 time a week for 45
minutes classes.

Content topics

Vocabulary in situational conversations: greetings
and names, traditional prayers, the Spanish alphabet, classroom word and expressions,
numbers, colors, days of the week. Months and seasons, parts of the body and clothing,
foods and the restaurant, home, family and friends, holidays and celebrations, music and
dance. We specially celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe, Cinco de Mayo, Lord of the
Miracles (Pert).

Each year we will reinforce and expand on the vocabulary and grammar lessons of
previous years. The students receive a Pass Fail grade on the report cards.

Please look over the material in your student’s books,
and encourage her/his practice of Spanish outside
the classroom.

Please call me with any concerns or comments.

i Muchas Gracias!
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i Benvenidos a la clase de Espaiiol!
Welcome to Spanish class!

We are looking forward to another rewarding and fun
year. Our goals for our students are to communicate in a
language other than English, and to gain an awareness
and understanding of other cultures.

We will follow the National Standards For Foreign Language Learning for grades 7 and 8. Our
textbook and workbook (Glencoe McGraw — Hill, Publishers) called Bienvenidos is the junior
high component of the high school series used by a number of high school area designed to span
all four language skill: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

7™ grades meet for Spanish 2 times a week for 45 minutes classes. Content topics for level A (7"
grade) are:

Vocabulary in situational conversations (greetings and names: traditional prayers, classroom
expressions, home, family and friends, foods and restaurants, sports, travel by plane, colors,
numbers, days of the week, months and seasons, telling time, holidays, music and dance);
Grammar Agreement of nouns and adjectives (gender and number), present tense of regular and
irregular verbs, present progressive tense, sentence formation, and;

Cultural perspectives and map study of Latin America and Spain, We specially celebrate Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Cinco de Mayo, Lord of the Miracles (Pert).

Follow the eight short preliminary lessons which help orient the students to some of the routines
of the foreign language classroom, each chapter of Bienvenidos is divided into following
sections:

Vocabulario.- new vocabulary in a cultural context for the time of the chapter;

Estructura — the grammar section;

Conversacion — the dialogues

Lectura y Cultura — a reading about Spanish-speaking people and places; <

studet’s participation, home work and test (oral and written)

Please look over the material in your student’s books,
and encourage her/his practice of Spanish outside
the classroom.

Please call me with any concerns or comments.

i Muchas Gracias!

C@:& { |
Sefiora Cecilia Villena.
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Culminacion — a wrap-up section. Performance assessment for Spanish class is based- por th
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